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FILING OF GEORGIA DEATH CERTIFICATES
To expedite the filing of your documents, please refer to the following guidelines:

1. PERMITS

a. You MUST file a disposition permit with all death certificates if a removal from state, cremation or body donation occurred.
2. DEATH CERTIFICATES

a. Review your documents for accuracy and completion. 

i. Review the medical portion.

ii. Intervals for the causes of death must be completed.

iii. Times must show AM or PM, or be in military time; i.e., 0800, 2130, etc.
iv. The correct place of death must be shown.

b. Pronouncing Death

i. Registered nurses (see 29a) may only pronounce at the following locations:

1. Hospice facility

2. Nursing home

3. Private residence

ii. If place of death is shown as a hospital, a doctor must pronounce the patient.

iii. Death occurring in a hospice leasing hospital space is NOT a hospital death; i.e., Gentiva at Emory.
3. FAX for Review to Reduce Processing Delays

a. Prior to filing, fax the certificate to Vital Records for review.
i. Fax to 404-508-7895.
ii. Include your return fax number and contact information.
iii. Vital Records will review and return (fax) with needed edits.
iv. Bring in the original corrected copy with the faxed copy from us denoting required changes.

4. EMAIL for Review to Reduce Processing Delays

a. Prior to filing, email a scanned copy of the certificate to Vital Records for review.
i. Email to dekalbvitalrecords@dhr.state.ga.us.
ii. Vital Records will review and return with needed edits.
iii. Make the necessary edits and bring in the corrected original copy with the copy of the marked up copy.
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